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Establishing the Foundation of American Science

SOIENCE

THE ENDIESS FRONTIER

A Report to the President

by
Vannevar Busu

Director of the
Office of Scientific Research and Development

July 1945

1945

Vannevar Bush's landmark report, Science: The Endless
Frontier, makes the case for federal investment in basic
research.

1950

Congress establishes the National Science Foundation (NSF)
to support fundamental science and engineering research
and education.

Mission:
e Promote the progress of science.
e Advance the national health, prosperity and welfare.
e Secure the national defense.



1991: The SBE Directorate

Adapting to the
Future

Report of the BBS Task Force
Looking to the 21st Century

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

lllll

1991

The Biological, Behavioral & Social Sciences
(BBS) Task Force convened to assess the
future of these fields at NSF.

1991

The Social, Behavioral & Economic Sciences
(SBE) Directorate is formally established.



The Next 75 Years in Science

2020

e National Academies.
THE ENDLESS FRONTIER

The Next 75 Years in Science

® Emphasizes the importance of
understanding the human mind and
behavior.

e Recognized dedicated fields for cognitive,
behavioral, and social sciences.




The TIP Directorate 2022

Technology,
Innovation and
Partnerships
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Why NSF Matters to Psychological Science

NSF is the primary federal funder of non-health behavioral and social science research

NIH funds health-related research — the vast majority of foundational psychology research
lives at NSF

NSF-funded research underpins advances in education, human-computer interaction, national
security, and public health

Without NSF's SBE Directorate, there is no comparable federal home for this research




Third Party Validators

e |etter from non-SBE science organizations, led by the Computing Research
Association, to appropriators urging maintain support for SBE

e |etter from private-sector company executives, startup founders, chamber of
commerce presidents and venture capitalists in support of sustained NSF funding

e “Another red alert for American science” by Holden Thorp in Science
o  “..curtailing research into the social determinants of health threatens to leave large
swaths of university researchers with no prospects of getting a grant. This comes on top
of the elimination of the Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences Directorate at the
National Science Foundation. Higher education and its associations need to firmly
oppose these changes, which would create a massive morale and financial problem in
addition to curtailing important research.”



https://cra.org/govaffairs/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2026/05/NSF-SBE-Support-Letter-2026-Final.pdf
https://www.aau.edu/key-issues/fy26-founders-business-nsf-letter
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aej3572

Basic Research Today — Applied Science Tomorrow

NSF funds the foundational science that mission driven agencies build on:

Institute of
Education Sciences

National Institutes
of Health
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Training the next generation

NSF-funded training, including the Graduate Research Fellowship
Program (GRFP) and Research Experiences for Undergraduates
(REU), prepare a skilled workforce in behavioral and data sciences.




APA and FABBS Colleagues Who Have Served at NSF
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Steve Breckler Philip Rubin Wanda Ward




National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics | NSB-SEP-2026-1

Figure 12. S&E undergraduate degrees awarded, by field: 2014 and 2024
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Social sciences

Psychology

Biological and biomedical sciences

Computer and information sciences

- Engineering
o
He Agricultural sciences and natural resources
Multidisciplinary/ interdisciplinary sciences
Mathematics and statistics
Physical sciences
Geosciences, atmospheric sciences, and ocean
sciences
0 50,000 100,000 150,000
Number
M 2014 W 2024
Note(s):

Associate's-level and bachelor's-level data are based on institutions eligible to participate in Title IV federal financial aid programs.

Source(s):
NCSES, special tabulations (2026) of NCES, IPEDS Completions Survey, provisional release data.

Indicators 2026: State of U.S. S&E
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National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics | NSB-SEP-2026-1

Figure 13. S&E graduate degrees awarded, by field: 2014 and 2024
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Doctoral degrees
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Master's-level data are based on institutions eligible to participate in Title IV federal financial aid programs. Doctoral-level data correspond to research doctorates
as collected in the Survey of Earned Doctorates (SED); the SED data collection for field of study changed in 2021, which may affect the data comparability across
years.

Source(s):
NCSES, special tabulations (2026) of NCES, IPEDS Completions Survey, provisional release data, and NCSES, SED, 2024.

Indicators 2026: State of U.S. S&E
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SBE Has Always Been a Political Target

Y
ml SClence Foundatlon "’a,» fm COMMERCE, SCIENCE, & TRANSPORTATION
1A

Under the MJcrosoopQ

DIVISION.
EXTREMISM.
IDEOLOGY.

HOW THE
BIDEN-HARRIS NSF

A Report by Tom A. Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator, Oklahoma
April 2011




At First, NSF Appeared to Be Flying Under the Radar

Early 2025

‘ NSF Director Dr. Panchanathan remained in post — initial signal that NSF would
be protected

. Staff Departures
Some personnel left voluntarily — early attrition but no mass terminations
initially

‘ DOGE
NSF appeared to be spared the worst of the Department of Government
Efficiency cuts — at first



Departure of Dr. Panchanathan — April 2025

Dr. Sethuraman Panchanathan

e Nomination announced by Trump in
December 2019

® Confirmed unanimously by the
Senate in June 2020

® Directors usually serve six-year
terms

® Announced his resignation on April
24, 2025




NSF Grant Terminations by the Numbers

1,378

Grants Terminated

48

U.S. States Affected
(plus DC, PR, VI)

S1B+

Total Value of
Terminated Grants

S782M

Projected Loss Due to
Early Termination




STEM Education Accounts for 75% of Losses

Terminated NSF Funding ($M)
STEM Education (E0U) | 5590V

Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences (SBE) . $41M
Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships (TIP) . $35M
Geosciences (GEO) . $34M
Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE) . $34M
Engineering (ENG) . $25M
Biological Sciences (BIO) I $15M

Mathematical and Physical Sciences (MPS) | $5M

Office of the Director (OD) | $4M Includes terminations up to 5/2/25

$- $1I00 $2b0 $3I00 $400 $500 $600  $700



The Losses Span 48 States (plus DC, PR, Vi)




NSF Announces Relocation June 2025




NSF Is Being Actively Reorganized

Leadership Vacuum

Director departed April 2025. Acting
leadership navigating unprecedented
disruption without permanent,
Senate-confirmed leadership.

Structural Restructuring

Directorates, programs, and offices are being
reorganized — scope and rationale remain
unclear to the research community.

Staff Reductions
Voluntary departures and DOGE-related
attrition have reduced institutional

knowledge and capacity across the agency.

Grant Terminations

Over 1,670 active awards terminated —
disrupting ongoing research, training, and
scientific progress nationwide.




Jim O'Neill Nominated as Next NSF Director

e Nominated on March 2, 2026

® Background primarily in
biotechnology and venture capital

® Previously confirmed to serve as
HHS Deputy Secretary (June

2025-February 2026)
o Acting CDC Director (August
2025-February 2026)




National Science Board Dismissed — April 24, 2026

Removes congressionally mandated oversight, prompting responses from
Democratic Senators.

Tasnre

Hmited bmlri Senate

May 8 2026

The Houorable Braa Stone

The Honorable Douakd J. Truagp
President Clef of Stall. Pesfovusang e dutses of the NSF Daectos

The Whate House National S<ience Foundation
1600 Pezmsylvaia Aveaue, N W. 401 Dulazsy Steet
Wasluagton, DC 20500 Alexandia, VA 22314

Honceable Michael Kratsios
Assistant o the Pressdent azd Director
Office of Scaeuce aod Techuology Policy
1650 17k SeNW

Washingtoo, D.C. 205

Dear Presidens Trump, Mr. Stene, and Dureesor Kratsios,

Iwrite 10 you 10 expeess concers and dissppomtmest regasding yous semoval of all measbers of
the Nationa] Scieace Fomsdation's (NSF) National Science Boaed (NSB). It is critieally
uportat that the Usuted States coutiaue to lead the woeld i the advancement of scaratafic
tesearch and developenent. aod the NSB plays an evseatial role i that work This misguided
decision risks underminimg the imtegrity of the NST and our natice’s global leadership &
tesearch and mmovancn

The NSB belps guude the citical work of NSF by approviug the agency’s stategic budget
direction, apgeoving the anmual budget subusissions to the Office of Managemest and Budget,
appeoving Dew msjor progranss and awards, and establishing agency policaes. The NSB alio
prenades essenal mdependent and non-partisan seiennfic puidance 15 Congress and the
Predent 1n addstion 10 acadenuics. NSB uembers uschude reeesentatives fiom Ametican
uatiowal babs, private industsy aad nouprofits - o beades in scoeulific tesearch and
sdvancemen:

Desgate the caitically important role of the NSB. oa Friday, Ageal 24, all 22 veated members of
the board received notice they had been “termumated, effective mmediately” and were not
romded with 2 pifcaion Yor their removal Tt is my understanding that by the following

foadsy, bowd aembers wese wmable t0 Jog m aad access Geu NSF accousts aud exmals. The
ademizastration Bas not peovided wTitten explanstion of jaicification foc the removal of the board
members. Following these removals. thirtees formes Directars of the National Science
Foundation and Chairs of the Nariomal Seience Bowd wrote and eceg
officials wgisg the imediate reskcration of the full Jeadersdup aud govesnance at NSF

To belp safegnaed the NSB's independence, Congress direcsed that board memsbers be appointed
1 staggered sax year tevuss. While the aulhorazisg begisiation grves the Presideat the authority to

tof2

Congress of the Tnited States
Washington, DE 20313
May 12,2026
The Heaoeable Dorald ] Trump
President
The White House
1600 Peansylvania Avesse, NW,
Waskmgoa, DC 20500

The Hoeorable Brian Stone

Chief of Staff Perforsaing the duties of the NSF Director
National Scaeuce Fomdation

101 Dulazy Street

Alexaudia, VA 22314

Dear President Troznp and Mr. Stoae

We write with serions concern regarding news last mourh that you disenissed all members of
the Natsomal Science Foundation’s (NSF) National Scsence Bowrd (NSB), the advisoey bassd that
goverss the apency. According 1o news reports, the 22 NSB members received an email on Apeil
24, 2026, notifying them without explanation that their positions on the NSB were “terminmed.
effective imenadiately ~* Thas !\l“ firmg of NSB members 15 unprecodensed, yet follows a

der iy and scientific adviscen, incloding the

NSF's utside adsisory cousatiews’ and Lhe Ceates f¢ Duseuse Control and Proveation’s
(CDC) Advisory Commitiee o Immenizasion Practices

Comgrms sutabliked the NSF and the NSR m the National Scsence Foundation Act of 1950,
ereating the NSF a5 an independest ageney and tasking rhe NSB and the NSF Directoe to joly
govers the agency. The NSB it specifically tasked with establishing the agency’s policies.
meludisg sdennfyng 155ues enneal 10 the NSE s famare, approving the NSE's budger, snd
approving new NSF prograums ad awards.* In addition, the NSB i tasked with serving s 25
sadependent body of advisors fis the Pressdent and Congress on natomal sciesce and eagmeesing
pobicy.” Members of the NSB aze appointed by the Presideat and serve staggered six-year terms

osrd tre by Tranp adwivczenion, Nasirs (Age 26, 38)

" Natomal Science Yo At £t 139 (May 10, 1950)
".Abowtthe NSS, NorionalScinace Fasdtion (i Apil 27, 2020) 5
.




NSF Budget: A Dramatic Proposed Reduction

FY25 FY26 FY26 House | FY26 Senate | President's
Actual Enacted Budget Budget Request
FY27

NSF $9.01B $8.75B $7.00B $9.068B $4.00B

I\ The FY27 President's Budget proposes a 56% cut to NSF —
from $9.01B to $4.008B.
This would be the largest single-year cut in NSF history.

FABBS Federal Science Funding Dashboard



https://fabbs.org/resources/science-funding-dashboard/
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Congress Has Spoken: SBE Has Statutory Importance

FY2026 Senate Appropriations Committee Report Language:

e D

Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences [SBE].—The Committee supports the SBE Directorate and
recognizes the fundamental importance of the research it supports in advancing scientific understanding of
public health, defense and security, education and learning, and the interface between humans and
technology. The Committee provides not less than the fiscal year 2024 enacted level for the SBE
Directorate. The SBE Directorate funds more than half of our Nation’s university-based behavioral science
research but remains the smallest of NSF directorates. The Committee believes that behavioral science
provides evidence-based understanding of human behavior and recognizes the SBE Directorate’s unique
role in funding this research and encourages NSF to continue its support of these programs. NSF is
encouraged to support broad-based research in the SBE Directorate to develop and publish
recommendations, including from researchers in the social sciences and ethics and technical subject matter
experts, on concrete and practical guidelines for how organizations will and should deploy Al systems and
identify limitations and concerns about specific deployment of Al systems in settings.

- J

Statutes and Report Language



https://fabbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Statutes-SBE.pdf
https://fabbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Report-Language-SBE-04.17.2026.pdf

FABBS Advocacy Actions

Proposed Bill Language — Drafting and promoting legislative language to protect SBE and
reinstate terminated grants.

Confirmation Hearing Request — Formally requesting a Senate confirmation hearing for the
NSF Director nominee — ensuring proper vetting.

Educating Hill Offices — Briefing congressional staff on what is happening at NSF — even
supportive offices are not fully aware of the scope of disruption.

Authorizations — Working with the research community on coalition letters and authorization
language to protect science funding.




FABBS Responds: Helping Members Navigate Terminations

Webinar for Members — FABBS hosted a webinar walking affected researchers
through the termination notices and their options.

Appeals Guidance — Encouraged and supported members in formally appealing
terminations with the strongest possible justifications.

Fund Drawdown Support — Helped researchers understand how to draw down any
remaining funds they were legally entitled to before termination took effect.

FABBS moved immediately to support the research community —
providing practical guidance during a period of significant institutional confusion.
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Todd Young

TER

Eight State Strategy

g

»

e

Mike Rounds

' k

Susan Collins

Dave McCormick

I
Shelley Moore Capito

Katie Britt



FABBS’ ADVOCACY

menu

Satisfy your appetite for advocacy!

STARTERS womm SMALL PLATES eomn ENTREES -4t JUMBOS tday-1weei

Send an email Volunteer to join a meeting Write an op-ed for your A _P_Iy to key positions
= with Congressional staff local paper ederal agencies
Leave a message for a
Congressional staff Respond to requests Develop talking points or
member Ex: GRFP, Shutdown a onﬁ-pager fOI’t\_NhICh Continue to submit
Respond to an action Support a trainee or YOUNSNE eRpRTIAs funding proposals
alert early_career colleague Attend an advocacy
==t training

Schedule a meeting — Have a conversation with M :

: < : ake a video about your
virtual or in-person a family member, research or experience

neighbor, or colleague

DESSERT min Focus on connecting

Thank a federal with the offices of FABBS
colleague! Senator Britt and
Senator Collins

CONTACT US: 1200 New York Ave. NW

Suite 459 @ info@fabbs.org e 202) 769-1074
N Washington, D.C. 20005


https://fabbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/FABBS-Advocacy-Menu.-pdf.pdf

FABBS is Here to Help

FABBS HANDBOOK
FOR BEHAVIORAL
AND BRAIN
SCIENCES
ADVOCACY

119TH US CONGRESS

January 3, 2025 to Present

Sign up for the FABBS

newsletter here!

Communicating with Congress

FABBS scientists can be a congressional members’ greatest resource in
science-based policy making. FABBS works to show members of our
government that focusing on the sciences of the mind, brain, and behavior
can assist them in tackling pressing issues and society’s most formidable
challenges.

Updated May 2026 On this page...

Ifyou are interested in joining the FABBS database of researchers eager to Relevant Resources

engage with Congress, ubnmit the form here. ¢

New: FABBS Advocacy Menu

2025-2026 FABBS Science Advocacy
Resources

: Identify Your Audi



https://a8a72-3bc9.icpage.net/FABBS-News-Highlights-Sign-Up?sId=80853014&sKey=DP6X&mId=1302354
https://a8a72-3bc9.icpage.net/FABBS-News-Highlights-Sign-Up?sId=80853014&sKey=DP6X&mId=1302354
https://fabbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Advocacy-Handbook-119th-Congress-04.25.25.pdf
https://fabbs.org/resources/connecting-with-congress/
https://fabbs.org/resources/connecting-with-congress/




