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Introduction

DANGEROUS time for SGM folx right now!

• Hatred

• Homobigotry, Transbigotry and Bibigotry rampant

• Impact on our patients?

• Impact on SGM providers?

• Local communities?



Let’s have a conversation



Context 2024



WHAT ABOUT YOUR 
STATES?

https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights-2024?impact=

https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights-2024
https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights-2024?impact=


What is your SPTA doing?



FPA Approach

Social Justice Committee
• FPA has charged the Social Justice Committee (SJC) with 

maintaining a pulse on social issues that impact the work 
of psychologists. The SJC seeks consensus in addressing 
and publishing position statements for FPA and more 
broadly the practitioners, graduate students, and 
clients/patients served by Florida psychologists. The 
SJC endeavors to remain true to positive social change 
and writes responses informed by peer-reviewed, 
evidence-based, and sound research.



SJC Mission
The mission of the SJC serves to increase awareness of and advocate for equality and justice 
among members and the community through: 

• Promoting values of beneficence and nonmaleficence within the context of intersectional 
privilege

• Sharing accountability for demonstrating respect of individual rights and dignity with integrity

• Decreasing mental health disparities among marginalized population is Florida

• Increasing psychologists' cultural competence via educational opportunities

• Conducting and disseminating research with practical treatment recommendations to 
improve mental health outcomes for oppressed groups

• Enabling psychologists to understand the current cultural and diversity factors surrounding 
social justice issues and take appropriate action to voice their concerns



What does your SPTA do 
when other initiatives have 
priority?

Do you have supermajority 
issues?



SPTA Aims
1. Advocacy and Policy Influence

2. Public Education

3. Professional Training and Resources

4. Research and Data Collection

5. Supporting Affirmative Mental Health Practices

6. Networking and Community Building

7. Responding to Anti-LGBTQ+ Efforts



Collaboration
• Build community partnerships
• Engage graduate students
• Partner with APA Divisions
• Collaborate with advocacy groups



questions & answers
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